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specifications and claims may be read-
ily compared. Claims should not be re-
numbered and the numbering of claims
added by reissue should follow the
number of the highest numbered patent
claim. No new matter shall be intro-
duced into the specification.

§ 1.174 Drawings.
(a) The drawings upon which the

original patent was issued may be used
in reissue applications if no changes
whatsoever are to be made in the draw-
ings. In such cases, when the reissue
application is filed, the applicant must
submit a temporary drawing which
may consist of a copy of the printed
drawings of the patent or a photoprint
of the original drawings of the size re-
quired for original drawing.

(b) Amendments which can be made
in a reissue drawing, that is, changes
from the drawing of the patent, are re-
stricted.

(36 U.S.C. 6, Pub. L. 97–247)

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959, as amended at 48
FR 2713, Jan. 20, 1983]

§ 1.175 Reissue oath or declaration.
(a) Applicants for reissue, in addition

to complying with the requirements of
§ 1.63, must also file with their applica-
tions a statement under oath or dec-
laration as follows:

(1) When the applicant verily believes
the original patent to be wholly or
partly inoperative or invalid, stating
such belief and the reasons why.

(2) When it is claimed that such pat-
ent is so inoperative or invalid ‘‘by rea-
son of a defective specification or
drawing,’’ particularly specifying such
defects.

(3) When it is claimed that such pat-
ent is inoperative or invalid ‘‘by reason
of the patentee claiming more or less
than he had the right to claim in the
patent,’’ distinctly specifying the ex-
cess or insufficiency in the claims.

(4) [Reserved]
(5) Particularly specifying the errors

relied upon, and how they arose or oc-
curred.

(6) Stating that said errors arose
‘‘without any deceptive intention’’ on
the part of the applicant.

(7) Acknowledging the duty to dis-
close to the Office all information

known to applicants to be material to
patentability as defined in § 1.56.

(b) Corroborating affidavits or dec-
larations of others may be filed and the
examiner may, in any case, require ad-
ditional information or affidavits or
declarations concerning the applica-
tion for reissue and its object.

(35 U.S.C. 6, Pub. L. 97–247)

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959, as amended at 29
FR 18503, Dec. 29, 1964; 34 FR 18857, Nov. 26,
1969; 47 FR 21752, May 19, 1982; 48 FR 2713,
Jan. 20, 1983; 57 FR 2035, Jan. 17, 1992]

§ 1.176 Examination of reissue.

An original claim, if re-presented in
the reissue application, is subject to re-
examination, and the entire applica-
tion will be examined in the same man-
ner as original applications, subject to
the rules relating thereto, excepting
that division will not be required. Ap-
plications for reissue will be acted on
by the examiner in advance of other
applications, but not sooner than two
months after announcement of the fil-
ing of the reissue application has ap-
peared in the Official Gazette.

[42 FR 5595, Jan. 28, 1977]

§ 1.177 Reissue in divisions.

The Commissioner may, in his or her
discretion, cause several patents to be
issued for distinct and separate parts of
the thing patented, upon demand of the
applicant, and upon payment of the re-
quired fee for each division. Each divi-
sion of a reissue constitutes the subject
of a separate specification descriptive
of the part or parts of the invention
claimed in such division; and the draw-
ing may represent only such part or
parts, subject to the provisions of
§§ 1.83 and 1.84. On filing divisional re-
issue applications, they shall be re-
ferred to the Commissioner. Unless
otherwise ordered by the Commissioner
upon petition and payment of the fee
set forth in § 1.17(i), all the divisions of
a reissue will issue simultaneously; if
there is any controversy as to one divi-
sion, the others will be withheld from
issue until the controversy is ended,
unless the Commissioner orders other-
wise.

[60 FR 20227, Apr. 25, 1995]
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§ 1.178 Original patent.
The application for a reissue must be

accompanied by an offer to surrender
the original patent. The application
should also be accompanied by the
original patent, or if the original is
lost or inaccessible, by an affidavit or
declaration to that effect. The applica-
tion may be accepted for examination
in the absence of the original patent or
the affidavit or declaration, but one or
the other must be supplied before the
case is allowed. If a reissue be refused,
the original patent will be returned to
applicant upon his request.

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959, as amended at 34
FR 18857, Nov. 26, 1969]

§ 1.179 Notice of reissue application.
When an application for a reissue is

filed, there will be placed in the file of
the original patent a notice stating
that an application for reissue has been
filed. When the reissue is granted or
the reissue application is otherwise
terminated, the fact will be added to
the notice in the file of the original
patent.

PETITIONS AND ACTION BY THE
COMMISSIONER

AUTHORITY: 35 U.S.C. 6; 15 U.S.C. 1113, 1123.

§ 1.181 Petition to the Commissioner.
(a) Petition may be taken to the

Commissioner:
(1) From any action or requirement

of any examiner in the ex parte pros-
ecution of an application which is not
subject to appeal to the Board of Pat-
ent Appeals and Interferences or to the
court;

(2) In cases in which a statute or the
rules specify that the matter is to be
determined directly by or reviewed by
the Commissioner; and

(3) To invoke the supervisory author-
ity of the Commissioner in appropriate
circumstances. For petitions in inter-
ferences, see § 1.644.

(b) Any such petition must contain a
statement of the facts involved and the
point or points to be reviewed and the
action requested. Briefs or memoranda,
if any, in support thereof should ac-
company or be embodied in the peti-
tion; and where facts are to be proven,
the proof in the form of affidavits or

declarations (and exhibits, if any) must
accompany the petition.

(c) When a petition is taken from an
action or requirement of an examiner
in the ex parte prosecution of an appli-
cation, it may be required that there
have been a proper request for recon-
sideration (§ 1.111) and a repeated ac-
tion by the examiner. The examiner
may be directed by the Commissioner
to furnish a written statement, within
a specified time, setting forth the rea-
sons for his decision upon the matters
averred in the petition, supplying a
copy thereof to the petitioner.

(d) Where a fee is required for a peti-
tion to the Commissioner the appro-
priate section of this part will so indi-
cate. If any required fee does not ac-
company the petition, the petition will
be dismissed.

(e) Oral hearing will not be granted
except when considered necessary by
the Commissioner.

(f) Except as otherwise provided in
these rules, any such petition not filed
within 2 months from the action com-
plained of, may be dismissed as un-
timely. The mere filing of a petition
will not stay the period for reply to an
Examiner’s action which may be run-
ning against an application, nor act as
a stay of other proceedings.

(g) The Commissioner may delegate
to appropriate Patent and Trademark
Office officials the determination of pe-
titions.

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959, as amended at 34
FR 18857, Nov. 26, 1969; 47 FR 41278, Sept. 17,
1982; 49 FR 48452, Dec. 12, 1984]

§ 1.182 Questions not specifically pro-
vided for.

All cases not specifically provided for
in the regulations of this part will be
decided in accordance with the merits
of each case by or under the authority
of the Commissioner, and such decision
will be communicated to the interested
parties in writing. Any petition seek-
ing a decision under this section must
be accompanied by the petition fee set
forth in § 1.17(h).

[47 FR 41278, Sept. 17, 1982]

§ 1.183 Suspension of rules.
In an extraordinary situation, when

justice requires, any requirement of
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